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Blind Oracles: Intellectuals And War From Kennan To Kissinger By Bruce Kuklick. Someday, you
will find a new adventure and knowledge by investing more money. But when? Do you believe that you
should get those all demands when having much money? Why don't you aim to get something basic initially?
That's something that will lead you to know even more about the world, adventure, some locations, history,
enjoyment, as well as a lot more? It is your very own time to continue reading behavior. One of the
publications you can take pleasure in now is Blind Oracles: Intellectuals And War From Kennan To
Kissinger By Bruce Kuklick below.

From Publishers Weekly
Kuklick, a University of Pennsylvania American history professor, studies three groups of thinkers (the
RAND Corporation; Harvard political scientist Richard Neustadt and Ernest May's "May Group"; and
academics who became presidential advisors, including George Kennan, McGeorge Bundy and Henry
Kissinger) to understand intellectuals' "thinking about war" and how their ivory-tower-nurtured philosophies
meshed with "political reality." Kuklick's deconstruction of the doctrines of massive retaliation, flexible
response and gradual escalation will ring familiar to students of the cold war, and he underlines rather than
upends the traditional consensus on "philosophers in government." (Kennan is the "first intellectual
middleman of the postwar national security studies," and Kissinger is "supremely gifted in translating ideas
into politics.") But it is RAND, an Air Force-created think tank, and the reactions to its blend of
"mathematical-economic" reasoning, organizational theorizing and "rational choice" decision making that
dominate the volume. The book picks up a full head of steam in the Vietnam chapters where RAND analysts
like Pentagon Papers leaker Daniel Ellsberg and policymakers get their comeuppance. Kuklick equates his
scholar-advisors subjects with "primitive shaman" who perform "feats of ventriloquy" and concoct
"muddled" policy. A devastating indictment of brilliant but flawed men.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Blind Oracles . . . brilliantly combines in concise yet penetrating fashion analysis and reflection on a range
of intellectuals. . . . [I]t provides a fascinating study of the role of ideas and intellectuals, the methodological
approaches and interpretive frameworks associated with realism, liberalism and so forth that are not only
seen as abstract formulae but provide a demonstration of how these ideas are injected into policy and used by
the policy-makers on the central issues of war from the origins of the Cold War, through Cuba and on to
Vietnam."--David Ryan, International Affairs

"A provocative exploration of the connection between knowledge and politics that evaluates the role of
intellectuals in formulating US foreign policy form 1945 to 1975, Kuklick divides his learned actors into
three groups: scientifically oriented experts attached to the RAND Corporation; foreign policy academics,
mostly social scientists who were associated with Richard Neustadt and Ernest May; and the university-
based academics, such as McGeorge Bundy and Henry Kissinger. The value of Kuklick's analysis resides in



the connections he makes between the individuals in each group; his assessment of their commitment to the
theoretical principles he outlines; and his evaluation of the practical consequences of the intellectuals'
approaches. . . . Kuklick concludes that the impact of ideas on policy was often minimal, unintentional, and
less significant than political considerations."--Choice

"Bruce Kuklick has written an engaging and important study of the national security concepts of intellectuals
and their influence on the policies of the United States during the period between the end of World War II
and the Vietnam War. . . . Kuklick . . . demonstrates . . . an impressive capacity to relate ideas to politics and
diplomacy."--Gary R. Hess, Register of the Kentucky Historical Society

"The thesis of the book can be simply stated. The foreign policy intellectuals who applied academic expertise
to Cold War issues were mostly misguided. . . . This volume is likely to provoke an interesting debate about
the role of academics and social science theories in contemporary American foreign policy. In that debate, it
will not be hard to know where Kuklick stands."--Robert A. Strong, Journal of American History

"Kuklick's is . . . an informative and persuasive account of a significant subject matter, argued with skill and
eruditeness. In recounting the origins and evolutions of intellectual and strategic thought, Kuklick offers a
powerful deconstruction of the individuals and organizations of the epoch."--Kaeten Mistry, 49th Parallel

"Creative, ambitious, and stimulating, Blind Oracles is conceived as something more than just a straight
history of ideas about international affairs. It explores not just the content of these thinkers' ideas but how the
ideas played out when put into practice. . . . [A] distinctive addition to the literature on Cold War thought."--
David Greenberg, Political Science Quarterly

"[T]his brief but rich study offers more insights per page than just about any other work on the Cold War of
which this reader knows."--Frank Ninkovich, The Historian

From the Back Cover

"Fabulous material. The book makes a significant contribution to our understanding of the era."--Lisa
Anderson, Columbia University
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In this trenchant analysis, historian Bruce Kuklick examines the role of intellectuals in foreign policymaking.
He recounts the history of the development of ideas about strategy and foreign policy during a critical period
in American history: the era of the nuclear standoff between the United States and the Soviet Union.

The book looks at how the country's foremost thinkers advanced their ideas during this time of United States
expansionism, a period that culminated in the Vietnam War and détente with the Soviets. Beginning with
George Kennan after World War II, and concluding with Henry Kissinger and the Vietnam War, Kuklick
examines the role of both institutional policymakers such as those at The Rand Corporation and Harvard's
Kennedy School, and individual thinkers including Paul Nitze, McGeorge Bundy, and Walt Rostow.

Kuklick contends that the figures having the most influence on American strategy--Kissinger, for example--
clearly understood the way politics and the exercise of power affects policymaking. Other brilliant thinkers,
on the other hand, often played a minor role, providing, at best, a rationale for policies adopted for political
reasons. At a time when the role of the neoconservatives' influence over American foreign policy is a subject
of intense debate, this book offers important insight into the function of intellectuals in foreign
policymaking.
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academics who became presidential advisors, including George Kennan, McGeorge Bundy and Henry
Kissinger) to understand intellectuals' "thinking about war" and how their ivory-tower-nurtured philosophies
meshed with "political reality." Kuklick's deconstruction of the doctrines of massive retaliation, flexible
response and gradual escalation will ring familiar to students of the cold war, and he underlines rather than
upends the traditional consensus on "philosophers in government." (Kennan is the "first intellectual
middleman of the postwar national security studies," and Kissinger is "supremely gifted in translating ideas



into politics.") But it is RAND, an Air Force-created think tank, and the reactions to its blend of
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scholar-advisors subjects with "primitive shaman" who perform "feats of ventriloquy" and concoct
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Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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seen as abstract formulae but provide a demonstration of how these ideas are injected into policy and used by
the policy-makers on the central issues of war from the origins of the Cold War, through Cuba and on to
Vietnam."--David Ryan, International Affairs
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mostly social scientists who were associated with Richard Neustadt and Ernest May; and the university-
based academics, such as McGeorge Bundy and Henry Kissinger. The value of Kuklick's analysis resides in
the connections he makes between the individuals in each group; his assessment of their commitment to the
theoretical principles he outlines; and his evaluation of the practical consequences of the intellectuals'
approaches. . . . Kuklick concludes that the impact of ideas on policy was often minimal, unintentional, and
less significant than political considerations."--Choice

"Bruce Kuklick has written an engaging and important study of the national security concepts of intellectuals
and their influence on the policies of the United States during the period between the end of World War II
and the Vietnam War. . . . Kuklick . . . demonstrates . . . an impressive capacity to relate ideas to politics and
diplomacy."--Gary R. Hess, Register of the Kentucky Historical Society

"The thesis of the book can be simply stated. The foreign policy intellectuals who applied academic expertise
to Cold War issues were mostly misguided. . . . This volume is likely to provoke an interesting debate about
the role of academics and social science theories in contemporary American foreign policy. In that debate, it
will not be hard to know where Kuklick stands."--Robert A. Strong, Journal of American History

"Kuklick's is . . . an informative and persuasive account of a significant subject matter, argued with skill and
eruditeness. In recounting the origins and evolutions of intellectual and strategic thought, Kuklick offers a
powerful deconstruction of the individuals and organizations of the epoch."--Kaeten Mistry, 49th Parallel

"Creative, ambitious, and stimulating, Blind Oracles is conceived as something more than just a straight
history of ideas about international affairs. It explores not just the content of these thinkers' ideas but how the
ideas played out when put into practice. . . . [A] distinctive addition to the literature on Cold War thought."--
David Greenberg, Political Science Quarterly

"[T]his brief but rich study offers more insights per page than just about any other work on the Cold War of
which this reader knows."--Frank Ninkovich, The Historian

From the Back Cover



"Fabulous material. The book makes a significant contribution to our understanding of the era."--Lisa
Anderson, Columbia University

Most helpful customer reviews

12 of 13 people found the following review helpful.
When intellectuals wage war
By viktor_57
Prof. Kuklick has written before about both philosophy and politics in America, and in his latest book,
"Blind Oracles", he brings the two together in the most extreme of all political acts, the waging of war.
Beginning with the theoretical underpinnings of the ideas about war in the aftermath of WWII, "Blind
Oracles" follows the birth and increasing influence of the RAND corporation from the beginnings of the
Cold War, through the Cuban Missile Crisis, and up to the Vietnam War, when a new breed of intellectual-
adviser, many from Harvard's Kennedy School, came into prominence, attempting to transform their
philosophies into policy. Finally, Kuklick ends with the realpolitiking of Kissinger who was "supremely
gifted in translating ideas into politics," even if some of those ideas may be considered abuses of American
power.

Besides portraying the dangers of attempting policy in the vacuum of the ivory tower or the blinders of rigid
ideology, "Blind Oracles" also shows how foreign policy thinking has not changed in its essentials since
Clausewitz, whose famous dictum, "War is the continuation of policy (politics) by other means," underlines
the motives and decisions of men who tried to conceptualize state-sponsored violence in ways to justify its
bloody costs.

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful.
A fascinating study of self-delusion
By William Podmore
This fascinating book looks at the influence in government of intellectuals such as George Kennan, Paul
Nitze, Walt Rostow, Robert McNamara and Henry Kissinger. It also examines their shared myths, for
example that US interventionism is necessary, that the USA is uniquely virtuous, and that war only comes
from malevolent surprises by others.

Kuklick shows that their basic function was to provide politicians with justifications for doing what they
were going to do anyway, to give them cover and act as defense counsel. He judges, "The accepted wisdom
of the era fell short of what we might want." Their assessments of Soviet strengths and motives were
`simplistic'. "Much of what strategists `knew' was wrongheaded or muddled, if not mistaken."

He notes that these civilian strategists showed an acute distrust of democracy and were committed to `a
select management that would lead by exaggeration'. Proximity to power brought arrogance and ignorance.

After the US war against Vietnam, McNamara organised a conference at which he tried to make the
Vietnamese participants accept that the war had been due to `mutual misunderstanding'. But Nguyen Thach,
a former foreign minister, responded, "I would say, with all due respect to Mr. McNamara, that the U.S.
mindset, as he says was incorrect, but that the Vietnamese mindset - our assessment of the U.S. - was
essentially correct."

General Nguyen Giap, Vietnam's chief military strategist, said, "I don't believe we misunderstood you ...
Excuse me, but we correctly understood you ... you are wrong to call the war a `tragedy' - to say that it came
from missed opportunities. Maybe it was a tragedy for you, because yours was a war of aggression, in the



neo-colonialist `style', or fashion, of the day for the Americans."

Kuklick concludes, "The men of knowledge did well by their societies, yet their actual knowledge was
minimal while their sense of self-regard and scholarly hand-waving was maximal. They did their best work
in constructing ways of thinking that absolved leadership of liability, deserved or not. Undoubtedly there was
a symbiosis between the defense specialists and the nonintellectual elite that wanted their services in places
of power, but the culture paid a pretty penny for the expertise, especially when so many intellectuals
disdained a democratic republic."

6 of 12 people found the following review helpful.
Only half right
By Seth J. Frantzman
This book examines the role of men who transitioned from academia to politics and had great influence on
America's wars and foreing policy. It includes such luminaries as Mcgeorge Bundy, George Kennan and
Kissinger. But it also fails to give enough attention to others such as Zvignew Bryzinski and Madeline
Albright. Is this because the book is mostly a critique on what it sees as 'republican' intellectuals who
influenced 'right wing' administrations. Every administration however relies on academics, partially because
foreign policy pashas tend to transition back and forth from politics to business to academics(see for instance
Macnamara or Lawrence Summers, Wolfowitz, Elliot Abrams, Condi Rice).

This is how politics works for Republicans and Democcrats and they are not all 'blind oracles' and they are
not all ignorant of the reality on the ground. Senior Administration members from other sectors, such as Dick
Cheney, have proved equally problematic and un-realistic. In the final analysis George Kennan's prognosis
about containment proved correct and Kissinger will be rememmbered for being one of the most influential
secretaries of state in the 20th century.

Seth J. Frantzman

See all 3 customer reviews...
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